SHOW    not    TELL

**By adding details, strong verbs, proper nouns, adjectives, adverbs and sensory words, writers create a picture that allows the reader to visual the story or scene.  

Tell








Show

The dog bit the boy.
The satanic Doberman angrily wrapped his large sharp teeth around young Timmy’s leg until they punctured the skin.

An even larger picture can be created by adding sensory description to help explode the event.  






Timmy grabbed the the coarse fur 

Timmy’s body froze as the enormous Doberman emerged from behind the rickety garage. His mother always warned him about taking the alleyway.  The graffiti layered on the building walls didn’t bother him. Even the stench of the decaying garbage filling his nostrils wasn’t a problem. His darkest fear now stood in front of him. The Doberman guarded the alley and was about to express to Timmy his displeasure for the intrusion. Before Timmy could make his body turn to escape, the satanic Doberman angrily wrapped his large sharp teeth around young Timmy’s leg until they punctured the skin. The pain shot through Timmy 
Read the following sentence in the ‘tell’ column. In the ‘show’ column, rewrite the sentence using description to help the reader visualize the picture.

Tell








Show

The boy bit the dog.

The man fell down the stairs.

**Another method of allowing the reader to better visualize the story is through comparison using the words ‘as’, ‘like’, and ‘than’.  

Tell








Show

The dog bit the boy.
The dog as big as a house bit the boy

**In this comparison, I am comparing the size of a dog to the size of a house using the word ‘as’.  I know that the dog could never be that size. However, I want my reader to understand that is was a REALLY big dog.

The dog bit the boy.
The dog with teeth sharper than knives bit the boy. 

**Again, I have made a comparison.  This time however, I have compared the sharpness of the dog’s teeth to knives by using the word ‘than’.

Tell








Show

The dog bit the boy.
The dog’s bite was like a large knife being driven into the boy’s leg.  

**What was I making a comparison to this time? What word did I use to make the comparison?

PRACTICE: 
Write 3 Show sentences for each of the Tell sentences below.  You must use the words ‘as’, ‘like’ and ‘than’ for each rewritten Tell sentence 

Tell








Show




The man fell down the stairs.

(as)



(like)



(than)

The cat jumped the fence.

(as)



(like)




(than)

Tisa ate too much food.

(as)



(like)



(than)

CONGRATULATIONS!  You have just written 9 SIMILES.

