Behind the Green Glass Door Activity-Instructions

Concept: (Depending on the level of the class, you can tell them the concept or ask them to figure it out) Behind the green glass door is a strange place.  It is not like Taiwan.  It is not a real place.  It is only an imaginary place for the purpose of the activity.  Behind the green glass door, every word has double letters. Words that do not have double letters are not behind the green glass door.  Students will make sentences using one positive verb phrase and one negative verb phrase.
Teaching: First, set up the whiteboard like this:

Behind the green glass door…





+yes



-no


There is/are



isn’t/aren’t=is no/are no

You can



can’t

You can put up various grammatical structures based on the lesson and grammatical point you want to review.  Explain the concept and give some examples.  Make them easy to begin, but funnier as time passes.  Here are some examples:

Behind the green glass door…
There are kittens, but no cats.

There is stuff, but there are no things. (This is strange because “stuff” and “things” translates as the same word in Chinese, just like “look” and “watch”)
There is coffee, but you can’t drink it.
There is poo-poo, but no bum-bums.

There are pools, but no water.

There are streets, but no roads.

There are bathrooms, but no toilets.
It is a sunny day, but there is no sun.
You can go swimming, but you can’t swim.
Etc.

These are quickly expressed here, but I make the students speak in full sentences, saying, “Behind the green glass door, there are apples, but there is no fruit.”  There are thousands of examples.  People I know think of new examples every day.  Give the students plenty of examples.  If they look a little confused at first, it’s OK.  They will catch on.  Ask the students to stand up and make an example.  Many students are more than eager to do so because it is funny.  I give them stickers based on how good I think it is, but you don’t have to.  Generally, kids will want to participate just to say something funny or witty.
Objectives:

1) Spelling: Students must constantly think of word spelling when doing the activity, looking for double letters.

2) Vocabulary: Students must think of and use the words that they have learned to do the activity.

3) Grammar: Students must understand and correctly use a positive and negative verb phrase, countable and uncountable nouns, “be” verbs, parts of speech, etc.  They must also understand that two different verb phrases can be used together, as long as one is positive and one is negative (Examples: There is coffee, but you can’t drink it.  It is a sunny day, but there is no sun).  The underlined parts of the examples show the verb phrases.  You can manipulate the grammar based on the level of the class.
4) Critical thinking: Students must understand classification and categories.  For example, it is impossible to have apples, but no fruit.  That’s what makes the game funny.

Basically, this is a fun, all inclusive activity that forces the kids to think critically and fully in English.  There is no need for any type of translation.  Weeks later, kids still come to me, even outside of the classroom, and give me new examples.  Remember, “Behind the green glass door, things are very funny.  Too bad you can’t laugh.”
Additions:
1) (Before you begin reading, please note that this makes the activity much more complicated)  Following the positive verb phrase, add a number.  This number represents the amount of double letter sets in the phrase.  For example, “There are two cups of coffee, but ______________.  This can be quite complicated.  Here’s an odd example of this.  There can’t be, “three bookkeepers.”  The addition of the word “three” adds a fourth set, which logically contradicts the phrase itself.  There can be, “some bookkeepers” because lack of a number does not contradict the phrase.  To clarify, you can’t say, “There are two bookkeepers” because there are three sets of double letters following the positive verb phrase.  Here is one last example.  You can say, “There are two small hills.”  This addition is extremely logical, but highly difficult, even amongst native English speaking adults.  It can only be used with philosophically minded individuals.  I apologize if this addition is too confusing.
2) You can make a story out of the idea.  For example, “A crime was committed, there were shooters, people were killed and there were bullets fired.  However, there were no gunshots, no guns, nobody died, no victims, etc.”
If you have any questions or comments, Email Justin at jjk314@gmail.com.  9/18/09
